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The 2019 QFC Appellate Division case of Doha Bank v. KPMG addressed whether the QFC
Court could exercise jurisdiction over a dispute despite a contractual clause in the
underlying agreement that designated the Substantive laws of the State of Qatar as

Court ruled that the QFC Court was not legally obligated to accept jurisdiction even when
the parties had freely agreed to it in their contract, explaining that its jurisdiction is derived
from primary legislation and is subject to the hierarchy of laws in Qatar. ¢

Key Aspects of the Case: ¢

« Contractual Jurisdiction vs. Statutory Authority: The core of the case hinged on the
conflict between a contractually agreed-upon dispute resolution clause and the QFC
Court's inherent authority.

« Opt-In Jurisdiction: The ruling clarified the nature of the QFC Court's jurisdiction as
an "opt-in" jurisdiction, meaning it could not be compelled to hear a case simply
because the parties agreed to it in a contract.

Hierarchy of Laws: The Court explained that its power to hear cases stems from the
primary legislation of Qatar, and therefore, it is not bound to follow contractual
provisions that conflict with these laws or its own statutory mandate.

« Doha Bank: The case is significant because it was brought by Doha Bank and
involved a contractual agreement that had a clear dispute resolution mechanism, yet
the court ruled against exercising jurisdiction based on its own statutory authority.

* QFC Court: The case highlights the QFC Court's role in enforcing its own statutory
jurisdiction, even when parties attempt to dictate the terms of their disputes through
private contracts.




ATKhor International School v. Gulf
Contracting Co. (QFC 2022 case law

Information about the case A/ Khor International School v. Gulf Contracting Co. heard in
the Qatar Financial Centre (QFC) Courts in 2022 is not publicly available through standard
legal research databases. This is likely due to the confidential nature of many commercial
cases heard in the QFC's jurisdiction. @

What is known

» Court and Jurisdiction: The case would have been heard in the Qatar Financial
Centre Civil and Commercial Court, which operates under its own legal framework and
is based on English common law.

« Parties involved:

o Al Khor International School (AKIS): A school in Qatar. RocketReach reports that
AKIS had a revenue of $151 million and 225 employees in 2025, which may provide
context on its business scale.

> Gulf Contracting Co. (GCC): A construction and engineering company that has
been active in Qatar for many decades.

+ Likely Subject Matter: The case probably involves a construction or contract dispute,
which is common in commercial courts.
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